
 

 

 
 
 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Action Memo 

 

 

TO:  Northampton County Board of Supervisors 

 

FROM: Northampton County Planning Commission 

 

SUBJECT: Your Northampton County 2040   

 

DATE:  May 5, 2021 

 

 

Petition: 

 

CPA 2021-01 Northampton County Comprehensive Plan: The Northampton County Board of 

Supervisors has put forth an application to amend in full the Comprehensive Plan of the County. 

The plan consists of 10 chapters and 3 appendices. The chapters include: 1) About the Plan 2) 

This is Your Northampton County 3) Cultural Heritage 4) Land Use & Community Character 5) 

Resilient Environment 6) Sustainable Economy 7) Housing 8) Mobility 9) Community Facilities 

& Services 10) Implementation. The Appendices include: 1) Community Overview 2) Glossary 

3) Willis Wharf and Oyster Master Plans. Chapter 1 “About the Plan” focuses on the legal 

context of a plan, describes its relationship with other planning efforts, and summarizes 

community input gathered through the drafting process. Chapter 2 “This is your Northampton 

County” introduces key issues and opportunities facing the County and establishes an 

overarching vision statement for the County. Chapters 3-9, which are the planning elements, 

contain polices and strategies to achieve the community’s vision. Each of these 7 chapters hold 

their own overarching goal, supporting objectives, and specific strategies. Chapter 10 holds the 

implementation plan which brings the plan to life and prioritizes strategies and assigns 

responsibilities for each goal. The Community Overview contains a detailed community profile 

that is based off of data and specific local figures. Oyster and Willis Wharf Master Plans are 

included as appendices. These small area plans hold specific goals and strategies for those focus 

areas and serve as a resource for planning in those areas. The draft Plan also includes several 

maps and tables as well as a proposed Future Land Use Map. 
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Action 

 

The Northampton County Planning Commission met in joint session with the Board of 

Supervisors to discuss the above application with all Commissioners present except for 

Commissioner Castro-Webber. The Planning Commission unanimously adopted a resolution to 

recommend approval of the draft Plan with amendments as attached. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

        PRESENTED: May 4, 2021 

                   

 
A RESOLUTION BY THE NORTHAMPTON COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 

RECOMMENDING THE YOUR NORTHAMPTON COUNTY 2040 COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 

 

 WHEREAS, Section 15.2-2223 of the Code of Virginia, as amended, requires that localities 

“prepare and recommend a comprehensive plan for the physical development of the territory within 

its jurisdiction” and review that plan every five years; 

 WHEREAS, consistent with the County’s ongoing obligation to review its Comprehensive 

Plan, the Northampton County Planning Commission, with the assistance of the County’s 

Department of Planning, Permitting, and Enforcement, reviewed the Comprehensive Plan for 

Northampton County adopted on September 22, 2009; and  

 WHEREAS, the Your Northampton County 2040 update draws on community input from 

outreach efforts including a survey provided online and in paper form in both English and Spanish; 

a public vision workshop at five locations; and a topic-focused workshop at one location, engaging 

an estimated 1,000 community members; and 

 WHEREAS, the Northampton County Planning Commission held a kick-off meeting on 

November 20, 2019, to develop the draft Comprehensive Plan and met thirteen times from January 

2020 through March 2021 to draft Your Northampton County 2040, dated May 4, 2021; and 

 WHEREAS, a virtual public open house was held by the Northampton County Planning 

Commission and the Northampton County Board of Supervisors on February 18, 2021, to present 

the draft amendments to the County’s Comprehensive Plan, at which members of the public 

provided input and questions on the draft plan; and 

 WHEREAS, the Planning Commission and Board of Supervisors held a joint public 

hearing on May 4, 2021, after notice in accordance with Section 15.2-2204 of the Code of Virginia, 

and heard citizen testimony regarding the proposed amendments to the Comprehensive Plan; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Code of Virginia Section 15.2-2223, the Planning 

Commission finds that the proposed draft Your Northampton County 2040 Comprehensive Plan 

will provide a coordinated, adjusted and harmonious development of the territory which will, in 

accordance with present and probable future needs and resources, best promote the health, safety, 

morals, order, convenience, prosperity, and general welfare of the inhabitants. 



 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that on this 4th day of May 2021, the 

Northampton County Planning Commission hereby recommends approval of the draft Your 

Northampton County 2040, dated May 4, 2021. 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Northampton County Planning Commission 

recommends upon adoption by the Board of Supervisors, the Your Northampton County 2040 

Comprehensive Plan will supersede and replace, in their entirety, the previously adopted 

Comprehensive Plan of the County of Northampton Virginia (adopted September 22, 2009, as 

amended).  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Northampton County Planning Commission 

authorizes County staff to make non-substantive edits, including correction of punctuation, 

numbering, internal cross-references, citations to any statutes, and any related clerical-type changes 

to the text and exhibits as necessary to ensure internal consistency of the newly adopted 

Comprehensive Plan elements and, add language as may be necessary for clarification of information 

and correct any factual errors. 

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Northampton County Planning Commission 

authorizes County staff to include amendments to the draft Comprehensive Plan, Your Northampton 

County 2040, to include changes as a result of the May 4, 2021, public hearing and outlined in 

Attachment A.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

      



 

Attachment A 

Amendment 
#  

Chapter  
Page 

#  
Amendment for Consideration  

1  
Cultural 
Heritage  

17  

Add call-out box on Bayview Community, to include the following 
language: "Northampton County today is the result of diverse layers of 
communities, cultures, and history–including native Americans, European 
settlers, African American, and migrant Latinos. The Bayview community 
of Northampton County is an example of the diverse history that has 
shaped the County. Bayview has been home to a close-knit community of 
African-Americans, spanning the centuries since freed black slaves put 
familial roots down in what would one day be Northampton County."  

2  Economy  64  
Remove Bay Coast Railroad from Working Waterfronts map. (Bay Coast 
Railroad no longer exists.)  

3  Economy  61  
Major Economic Drivers Map - Inset C: Change "Heritage Hall" to "The 
Citadel"  

4  Economy  63  
Change callout box header to “Seafood Industry” and first line under 
header to "The seafood industry on the Eastern Shore…"  

5  Economy  63  Change page heading to "Agriculture, Aquaculture, Fishing, & Crabbing."  

6  
Community 
Overview  

160  

Add introduction sentence to Sensitive Ecosystems section: "A brief 
description of Northampton County's sensitive ecosystems is provided 
below. Consult the 2003 Northampton County Sensitive Natural Resource 
Areas Report and Recommendations for more detailed information."  

7  
Community 
Overview  

137  

Add footnote under Unemployment Section as follows: Labor Force – All 
people classified in the civilian labor force plus members of the U.S. 
Armed Forces (people on active duty with the United States Army, Air 
Force, Navy, Marine Corps, or Coast Guard). Not in Labor Force – All 
people 16 years old and over who are not classified as members of the 
labor force. This category consists mainly of students, homemakers, 
retired workers, seasonal workers interviewed in an off season wh were 
not looking for work, institutionalized people, and people doing only 
incidental unpaid family work (less than 15 hours during the reference 
week). New section on page 137: Annual Employment and Wages In 
2017, Northampton County business reported: - 583 annual 
establishments; - 4,833 annual average employment; - $150,585,638 total 
annual wages; and - $31,156 annual wages per employee. Among the 
employment excluded in this count are proprietors, the unincorporated 
self-employed, unpaid family members, and certain farm and domestic 
workers. This cohort contributes additional employment to Northampton's 
economy. Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Quarterly Census of 
Employment and Wages Annual Averages, 2017 Add footnote on pages 
138 and 139: Among the employment excluded in this count are 
proprietors, the unincorporated self-employed, unpaid family members, 
and certain farm and domestic workers. This cohort contributes additional 
employment to Northampton's economy.  

8  
Community 
Overview  

144  

Add footnote to last sentence of second paragraph (pg 144) 
substantiating last sentence: In 4th quarter 2020, average weekly wage in 
Accommodation and Food Service industry was $412 compared to $779 
for all industries. Source: Virginia Employment Commission, Economic 
Information & Analytics, Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages 
(QCEW), 4th Quarter (October, November, December) 2020.  



 

Attachment A cont. 

9  
Community 

Profile  
134  Change "Heritage Hall" to "The Citadel"  

10  
Community 
Overview  

149 
& 

150  
Correct "Shore Memorial Hospital" to "Riverside Shore Memorial Hospital"  

11  
Community 
Overview  

175  
Replace trail map as recommended. Pictures of trail should be the same 
as page 78, showing both current trail and proposed additions. Change 
text to note Eastern Shore Rail to Trail Study as completed.  

12  
Community 
Overview  

139  
Change Heading to “Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing and Hunting (NAICS 
11) Subsector Jobs & Wages”. Add explanator note that only reported 
subsectors are shown; fishing and hunting (NAICS 115) is not reported.  

13  
Community 
Overview  

140  
Add the following footnote: USDA Census of Agriculture does not include 
data for fishing and crabbing.  

14  
Community 
Overview  

143  
Add the following footnote: USDA Census of Agriculture does not include 
data for fishing and crabbing.  

15  
Implementati

on  
109  

Update Performance Indicators as data becomes available from the 
County.  

16  All  Misc  Non-substantiative edits to correct typos and enhance ADA accessibility.  

17 All Misc Place captions under all pictures 

18 Environment 57 Change word “require” to “encourage” 

19 Multi Misc 
Use VIMS 2014 Economic Activity Associated with Commercial Fisheries 
and Shellfish Aquaculture in Northampton County, Virginia study for data 


